
PortSide NewYork 

16 Letters in support of getting Atlantic Basin Pier 11 building space 

From January 2019 

In alpha order 
 
1. Mishka Aminov –  Red Hook resident 

2. Natasha Campbell –  Executive Director, Summit Academy Charter School 

3. Priscilla Figueroa – Principal, Red Hook Neighborhood School P.S. 676 

4. Molly Garfinkel–  Director, Place Matters Program, City Lore 

5. Beth Greenberg – Opera Stage Director 

6. Lee F. Gruzen – author, preservationist, co-found SeaportSpeaks 

7. Robert J Hughes Jr. –  VP & GM, Erie Basin Marine Associates 

8. Historic Ship Coalition 
9. Roland Lewis – Waterfront Alliance 

10. Molly Malone – Red Hook resident, youth educator 

11. Kevin Moore – owner Red Hook restaurant Kevin’s and Moore Parties catering 

12. Captain Richard Naruszewicz – ex-Mary Whalen crew member, 40 year career in 

port of New York, 9/11 maritime first responder 

13. Maria Pagano – Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association 

14. Alf Pettersen Jr. – Ex-Brooklynite San Diego resident whose father worked on 

similar tankers in Brooklyn 

15. Resilient Red Hook Committee 

16. Christine Van Lenten – consultant to New York Academy of Sciences & others 

 



Hi Carolina, 
 
A quick note to thank you and the PortSide Organization for all you do and offer Red Hook, and 
greater New York City community. As a Red Hook resident I value the Mary Whalen as a spot to 
spend time with friends, relax, and feel connected to the neighborhood’s past. I hope PortSide is 
able to expand and I appreciate all that your organization does. 
 
Having an interior space would be great resource for not only the local community, but as a 
means to attract people from other parts of the city. All New Yorkers will benefit from spending 
more time by our waterfront. I recently attended an event at the River Project NYC space at Pier 
40 and felt as though Red Hook, with its deep marine history, needs a space to hold activities of 
its own. 
 
Please let me know how I can get more involved in supporting PortSide. I would love to 
volunteer my time and resources to such a worthwhile cause. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mishka Aminov 
 
86 Visitation Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 
aminovm@gmail.com 



 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

“Bridging the GAP … Reaching New HEIGHTS” 

 

Natasha A. Campbell 
Founder 

Executive Director 

 
Cheryl L. Swift 

Principal 

S U M M I T  A C A D E M Y  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L  
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Allison Dees 

Senior Associate, Asset Management, Transportation Systems 

New York City Economic Development Corporation  

www.edc.nyc  212.312.1220 (w)  646.770.2031 (m) 

 

Dear Allison Dees, 

 

I greet you on behalf of Summit Academy Charter School in Red Hook, Brooklyn.  

Summit Academy Charter School, a 510(c)3 non-profit organization, is a New York 

City Public School serving middle and high school scholars from Red Hook, Carroll 

Gardens, Cobble Hill, Boerum Hill, Park Slope, Sunset Park and the Windsor 

Terrace.   

   

The school’s mission aims to bridge the gap between aspirations and realities by 

preparing scholars to gain acceptance to, excel in and graduate from college. The 

school community –staff, scholars, parents and the community at large –is 

continuously and consistently engaged in supporting Summit scholars in an 

academically rigorous, college-preparatory curriculum. Moreover, our goal is to 

ensure that every graduate of Summit Academy Charter School, regardless of prior 

academic achievement levels or socio-economic status, will go on to succeed in and 

graduate from college 

 

I had the honor of leading the effort to open Summit Academy in 2008 and could not 

be more thrilled to write this recommendation for PortSide NY.  A native of 

Brooklyn, NY, I have dedicated my professional life to pursuing my calling to serve 

people in the social sector.  I worked at the Police Athletic League, with a majority 

of her time being spent at the Miccio Center in Red Hook, Brooklyn, making me no 

stranger to Red Hook. 

 

Summit Academy began working with PortSide about a year ago, and all the 

experiences have been very positive.  We worked with PortSide to create the African 

American Maritime History Challenge.  The challenged not only strengthened 

academic skills that scholars need to be successful but it also opened our children 

up to a world of history that is rarely addressed.  It was an amazing feeling to hear 

what our scholars learned while doing research on African Americans in the 

Maritime field.  

 

http://www.edc.nyc/


PortSide works well with teachers to create new and engaging programs.  Several of 

our classes have made field trips to PortSide. Our photography class visits 

PortSide’s ship often. The 6th and 8th grades have visited.  Our AP Environmental 

Science class was recently there and their science teacher John Russo had the 

following to say: 

  

“The kids came back and were telling everyone about the critters, and the 
kayaking, and the overall good time they had… the kids would like to come 
back in the Spring, and do everything again.” 
  

Many of our students have no experience with the harbor or boats, and PortSide 

opens up new worlds to them and shows them a new aspect of their city.  PortSide is 

a unique and valuable resource in Red Hook, and it would be a huge asset to us all 

if PortSide had building space so that they could offer new programs and suffer less 

weather impacts on the programs they already offer. Summit Academy looks 

forward to growing our relationship with PortSide NewYork.  This organization 

brings tremendous value to our school and the community. 

 

Summit Academy is honored to recommend PortSide New York and is more than 

willing to answer any additional questions that you may have.  I can be reached at 

(347) 853-9574 or via email at ncampbell@sacsny.org at any time. 

 

With Children First, 

 

 
 

Natasha Campbell, Executive Director 

Summit Academy Charter School 

 

 
 

mailto:ncampbell@sacsny.org
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       THE ART of EVERYDAY LIFE – SINCE 1986 

 

January	6,	2019	
	

Dear	New	York	City	Economic	Development	Corporation,	
	

I	enthusiastically	send	this	letter	in	support	of	PortSide	NewYork's	plan	to	expand	its	facilities	to	
include	the	space	inside	the	Pier	11	warehouse	in	Atlantic	Basin,	Red	Hook,	Brooklyn,	a	site	adjacent	
to	the	Mary	A.	Whalen,	the	organization's	current	base	of	operations.	

	
Founded	by	the	inimitable	Carolina	Salguero	in	2005,	PortSide	NewYork	aims	to	tell	the	story	of	
New	York	City's	working	waterfront,	to	influence	the	story,	and	change	the	way	New	York	City’s	
waterfront	is	going	to	evolve.	In	PortSide,	Salguero	and	her	dedicated	team	have	created	more	than	
an	opportunity	for	visitors	to	engage	with	an	historic	vessel.	The	organization's	primary	focus	is	on	
the	future,	and	their	goal	is	to	create	a	year-round	maritime	center	with	people	coming	by	land	and	
sea	to	a	dynamic	space	that	can	host	a	myriad	programs,	functions,	and	services.	It	will	be	a	home	
for	expanded	youth	programs,	a	pipeline	to	marine	careers,	a	landing	for	other	boats,	and	a	home	
for	public	dialogue	around	maritime	policy	and	community	development.		

	
We	at	City	Lore	love	the	work	that	PortSide	NewYork	is	doing,	and	we	fully	endorse	their	expansion	
plan.	We	are	honored	to	include	PortSide	in	our	exhibition,	WATERFRONT	HEROES,	which	opened	
at	Staten	Island	Arts	in	October	2018,	and	which	will	move	to	City	Lore's	Lower	East	Side	gallery	in	
March	before	heading	on	to	additional	venues	across	the	city.	In	recognition	of	New	York	City’s	520	
miles	of	coastline	and	Long	Island’s	1600	miles	of	shoreline,	three	local	arts	and	folklore	
organizations	have	partnered	for	a	special	exhibit	and	event	series	honoring	local	WATERFRONT	
HEROES	and	their	contributions	to	the	connected	waterways	of	our	region.	

	
Sponsored	by	Long	Island	Traditions,	Staten	Island	Arts	and	City	Lore,	Waterfront	Heroes	pays	
tribute	to	individuals	and	organizations	who	help	preserve	the	region’s	working	waterfronts,	restore	
historic	vessels	and	other	forgotten	maritime	objects,	preserve	the	occupational	culture	of	our	
waterways,	and	keep	the	waterfront	accessible	so	that	future	generations	can	learn	of	New	York’s	
majestic	maritime	heritage.		

	
PortSide	NewYork	is	certainly	a	New	York	City-Waterfront	Hero,	and	we	look	forward	to	continuing	
collaboration	with	them	as	they	expand	and	grow.		
	
Sincerely,		
Molly	Garfinkel	
Director,	Place	Matters	Program	



Beth Greenberg 

Stage Director 

625 West End Avenue, 3B 

New York, NY  10024 

 

To:  Ms. Allison Dees, EDC 

Re: PortSide Request for Warehouse Space at Atlantic Basin 

Hello Ms. Dees, 

My name is Beth Greenberg and I have worked with Carolina Salguero and PortSide for 
over a decade.  I am writing now in support of their request to access available 
warehouse space inside Pier 11 at Atlantic Basic. 

I directed the highly-successful opera performances on the Mary Whalen in 2007. 
These took place at American Stevedoring. In addition to performing the opera right on 
the deck of the ship, we were allowed to use the adjacent warehouse for various 
necessary activities - as an alternate rehearsal space; as a storage space for set 
pieces, props and costumes; as a work space to build and maintain these items; as 
dressing rooms; and, if necessary, as an alternate performance space in the event of 
inclement weather.  

We could not have made these performances the groundbreaking success they were 
without this additional warehouse space. 

In the interim, Ms. Salguero and I have discussed various other water-themed 
performances on the ship. But every time we would begin a project, we realized the 
need to have access to a warehouse back-up space for all of the reasons cited above.  
Additionally, about a dozen performing arts groups approached PortSide since they 
returned to Pier 11 in 2015, and in every instance, backed about once they learned that 
there was no building space for a rain back-up plan. 

Ms. Salguero has fought consistently - for many years - to bring attention to the value of 
the maritime traditions and culture of the Red Hook Waterfront as to improve life in this 
often overlooked community. She has dedicated much energy and time to this.  

It would of tremendous help to the Red Hook Community to have year-round activities 
under her curatorial hand -especially in the darkest winter days when there is little 
happening there. 

I hope you will give her application every possible consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

Beth Greenberg 







 

 

 

January 18, 2019 
 
Allison Dees 
Asset Management, PortNYC 
New York City Economic Development Corporation 
110 William St 
New York, New York 10038-3901 
 
Dear Ms. Dees: 
 
The Historic Ships Coalition (HSC) celebrates and supports historic and distinguished vessels 
in New York City’s Harbor.  Our coalition is made up of owners and operators of over 20 
historic and cultural vessels in the New York metropolitan area and other advocates for historic 
vessels. 
 
We write in support of PortSide NewYork’s plan to expand into pierside space.  This 
organization has long intended that their primary program space would be in a building.   Given 
PortSide’s track record in creating quality programs on board the tanker MARY A. WHALEN, 
it would be great to see them be able to exhibit and interpret large maritime artifacts from their 
collections and to add programs like boat building in year-round all-weather space. 
 
We were very excited to hear that the historic ship AMISTAD was able to tie-up alongside the 
MARY A. WHALEN last year. We know that PortSide is interested in continuing to host visits 
by other historic ships and want to share our endorsement of this kind of program that 
incorporates the historic tanker into visits by other historic vessels.  There are not enough places 
for historic ships to tie up in New York.   
 
All our ships offer cultural, educational and recreational experiences on the water.  Enhancing 
these by adding more on-shore programs connected with one of New York Harbor’s historic 
vessels can only strengthen our offerings and make our community more visible, especially as 
PortSide has expressed interest in hosting HSC programs on shore within the proposed building 
space 
.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steering Committee 
http://www.historicshipscoalition.org/# 
historicshipscoalition@gmail.com 
 



 

 

January 8, 2019  
 
 
Ms. Allison Dees 
Senior Associate, Asset Management, Transportation Systems 
New York City Economic Development Corporation  
110 Williams Street 
New York, NY 10038 
 

Re: PortSide NewYork 

 

Dear Ms. Dees,  
 
Since 2005 Portside NewYork has brought New Yorkers closer to their waterfront 
through a range of innovative maritime, education and cultural programs. Their focus 
on the working waterfront, public access and community development speaks to the 
synergy that makes our waterfront unique.  
 
The opportunity for PortSide NewYork to grow their facilities to Pier 11 would allow 
them to deepen their community impact and expand programming. Indoor spaces 
that are also ADA-accessible would further foster a more inclusive environment that 
invites all New Yorkers to engage with the coastline that shapes the cultural and 
economic fabric of our city.  
 
We support PortSide NewYork’s efforts to expand their facilities to Pier 11.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

 

 
Roland Lewis 
President and CEO 
Waterfront Alliance  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
January 4th, 2019 

 
 
Dear NYC EDC,  
 
I’ve been lucky enough to experience a few different aspects of Port Side NY’s 
programming, each with different ages and purposes. 
 
We took a class trip of 2 and 3 years olds, thrilled to be playing on the deck of a boat, 
splashing in the kiddy pool, painting inspired by the harbor, swinging in the hammock, 
and getting to touch real boat controls!  They had a blast, and a positive first experience 
with part of the city I didn’t know, even after grown I growing up in this city.  The 
potential for building on this experience with a shady, all weather, multipurpose space. 
 
I also came with a friend and her 10 year old son to the Amistad visit, where he heard a 
story from a difficult part of history, in a super salient context.  Their efforts to include 
sea fearing stories from people of color, further adds and dimension to the mission.  I 
have no doubts that with more space they would continue to accommodate exhibits 
supporting vivid storytelling, and diversity of experience. 
 
I’ve attended the open byob sunset happy hour, where the community is invited to enjoy 
the deck for summer sunsets, live music and potluck deliciousness.  Community building 
is a complicated objective to define, but not to experience.  The more you know your 
neighbors the more people spontaneously help each other, and all it needs is space and 
intention.  More indoor space would allow these events to happen year round. 
 
The other community building function is in the school partnership, and how actively 
Portside directs other community resources to where they can do the most good.  My role 
was as simple as setting up rescue animals in the science room of the local school, but I 
know the plans go much further than that.  The ability to host classrooms would be 
significantly improved by more indoor space, but those visits are not where the 



partnership ends.  
 
From everything I’ve seen, Portside is doing excellent work, and will expand that vision 
into their new space.  Please help them get there! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Molly Malone  
Education Leader 
Butler Street Coop & 
Proud Red Hook Resident. 
 
 



To: Allison Dees   
Senior Associate, Asset Management, Transportation Systems
New York City Economic Development Corporation

Dear Ms. Dees,

My wife and I own our building at 277 Van Brunt Street with a storefront for our seafood 
restaurant: Kevin’s.  We have a catering business, Moore Parties, and we run an eatery on 
Governors Island called Little Eva’s named after our daughter.
 
We are deeply thankful that the NYC Ferry now enables our staff and customers to move swiftly 
between our waterfront and Island locations.  People who visit here are facinated by the 
functioning waterfront and ask to learn more about it.  We want to express warm support for 
PortSide and for their expansion into the warehouse next to their ship that the EDC had 
suggested for them.  
 
Our presence in Red Hook is due in large part to PortSide. We were considering setting up shop 
here, and went to PortSide’s 2007 opera on the Mary Whalen in the container port – an amazing 
event that clinched it: we decided right then this was the kind of community we wanted to join.
 
Portside has delveloped programming for kids of all ages, schools, the general public and 
tourists.  The building space will allow them to share the vitality of the waterfront they are so 
well versed in.  It will also create a welcome mat to Red Hook, connecting the International 
visitors to the community in profound ways. 
 
Portside’s Sandy recovery work had a major impact on the neighborhood.  Kevin’s Restaurant 
was hit hard,  and we were able to set up a networking event for damaged restaurants at 
PortSide’s Sandy aid center down the street.
 
Generally the neighborhood is now thriving, but we need more information about Red Hook at 
the ferry dock and cruise terminal.  The access point is beneficial to all but the map on the dock 
has little information about our unique community that has rebounded in so many miraculous 
ways.  The EDC has done amazing work to make the Atlantic Basin a corridor of waterfront 
vitality.  Please allow PortSide and the surrounding businesses help continue that growth and 
reinforce that connection.
 

Thank you for your attention.

Kevin Moore
277 Van Brunt St 
Brooklyn NY 11231











Alf Pettersen Jr. 
4074 Mira Verde St. 

Oceanside, CA 92056 
(h) 442.224-7407 (c) 760.519-9193 

 

 

January 5, 2019 

Port Side New York 

Att: Allison Dees, NYC EDC 

When I first became aware that the Motor Tanker Mary A Whalen had been purchased, 
to be used as a museum and educational display I felt a bit of history had been returned 
to me. This vessel is the last of the coastal tankers that use to sail in around the coastal 
waters of the north east, delivering various types of bulk fuel such as heating diesel fuel, 
jet fuel, and diesel fuel for the transportation industry. Without vessels of this type the 
New York area would lack the ability to have large quantities of liquid fuel delivered 
from point A to point B. The transportation of liquid fuel came about by the Ira S Bushey 
and Sons Dry docks and Ship yards. This history of this company goes back prior to 
World War II, during that time they were instrumental in the construction of various 
types of tug boats and oil tankers for the Naval community. After the war they 
continued to lay keels for larger transportation vessels. 

Growing up a Norwegian family the only company we knew of was the Bushey yards. 
When my dad immigrated to the USA he went to work on these tankers, as a matter fact 
the Mary A Whalen plus several others of the Bushey tankers. During the summer 
months my mother would sail with my dad as a relief steward, as an additional benefit I 
was allowed to take summer trips with my dad. 

There is a treasure chest of history in this last of kind vessel, port holes and bridge 
windows were manufactured by Kearfott Marine, brass fittings and valves were cast and 
machined by the Brooklyn Brass Company. These are just few of the companies that 
were the bread and butter for the Red Hook District. 

Today you have a one of kind floating museum offering numerous educational programs 
for the population of the inner city. Marine studies including ship building, maintenance, 
water way environmental studies to just mention a few.  

The Columbia River Maritime Museum houses one of the finest collections of boats that 
sailed the bygone years of the Columbia River. In addition to floating displays their 
museum sponsors numerous educational programs. 



In my home town San Diego we have the Embarcadero that encompasses the San Diego 
Maritime Museum with numerous floating displays including the famous Star of India. 
The historic steam boat ferry Berkeley remains a focal point of all activities including 
displays and educational programs for all ages. 

Hopefully when an on shore facility is built that it will provide for the many programs 
that will support Port Side, meeting rooms with visual aids, boat hobby workshop, boat 
building demonstrations, marine career center, and an education cultural center. 

Yours truly,  

Alf Pettersen  

 

 



Victoria Hagman 
Realty Collective

SBIDC

Adam Armstrong
resident

Florence Neal 
Kentler International 

John McGettrick 
Civic Association

Isabel Miesner 
resident

Stephen Kondaks 
resident

Andrea Sansom 
resident

resident

Alexandros Washburn
Stevens Institute, resident

Thaddeus Powlowski

ADMOVACATING 
FOR A 

RESILIENT FUTURE 
@resilient_RH

contact : 
resilientredhook@gmail.com

Karen Bondel, 
Fifth Ave Committee
resident

Melissa Stewart Haynes
resident

Jim Tampakis,
CEO, Marine Spares 
International

January 21st 2019
Letter of Support

Jesse Soloman

Gita Nandan
committee co-chair

Hildegaard Link
committee co-chair

Ahmed ElHusseiny
AE Superlab, resident

Deborah Gans
Gans Architects

Lauran Harmon
resident

www.resilientredhook.org

Allison Dees
Senior Associate, Asset Management, PortNYC
New York City Economic Development Corporation
110 William Street New York, NY 10038
adees@edc.nyc 

Dear Ms. Dees:
 
Resilient Red Hook, originally known as the NY Rising Red Hook Committee sends this letter to support 
PortSide NewYork’s efforts to finally get the building space in the warehouse next to their ship in Atlantic 
Basin.
 
We know that PortSide desperately needs program space for programs that don’t fit on the ship and to run 
programs when weather makes the ship deck unusable (i.e. most of the year). We know that real estate 
impediments have challenged the organization since it was founded in Red Hook in 2005.  The EDC has the 
means to end those challenges and help this organization flourish.
 
Getting PortSide into that building space will be an asset to Red Hook. In terms of the work of this committee, 
PortSide is a resiliency asset. Their president Carolina Salguero was a member of this committee during its 
NY Rising phase and contributed significant elements of the final plan submitted to the state in terms of 
proposals, text and photos. Their staff and interns supplemented Salguero’s work. She was also on the 
committee for over a year during our Resilient Red Hook phase. PortSide has also done resiliency planning 
work outside of this committee.
 
In terms of Sandy recovery, PortSide was significant player. They set up an ran a Sandy recovery aid center, 
partnering with one of our committee members Victoria Alexander of Realty Collective, then ran a virtual aid 
station and several months of Sandy survivor meetings. That PortSide did that while being quasi-homeless 
(stuck in the containerport) says a lot about the resiliency and community spirit of this organization.
 
PortSide strongly adds to social resiliency beyond Sandy and emergencies. PortSide partners with other 
groups and shares information. PortSide creates educational and cultural programs that benefit Red Hook in 
many ways. PortSide is also an asset for attracting visitors to Red Hook. They will be able to do that even 
better with more space and year-round space next to the NYC Ferry stop in Atlantic Basin that was one of the 
priorities of this committee. Growing PortSide next to that ferry stop will improve the entrance to Red Hook.
 
PortSide’s digital guide to Red Hook past and present (Red Hook WaterStories) serves this community in 
multiple ways from educating residents and local businesses to informing visitors about our neighborhood in 
ways that heightens their awareness of what is special about this place.  Red Hook WaterStories is cultural 
tourism at its finest.
 
PortSide NewYork is home-grown in Red Hook, and we support the growth of the organization.

Sincerely,
Gita Nandan and Hildegaard Link 
Co-chairs
and the Resilient Red Hook Committee
 
 



Christine Van Lenten 
______________________________ 

Putting Words to Work 
217 Greenwood Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11218 

House phone: 718.972.5472; mobile: 646.265.8445 
christinevanlenten@gmail.com 

 
Jan. 5, 2019 

 
 
 
Allison Dees 
Maritime Projects Manager 
NYC EDC  
110 William Street 
New York, NY 10038 
  
Dear Allison Dees: 
  

Re: PortSide New York’s expansion 
 

As a longtime public-policy wonk and advocate for a healthy civic life and as a longtime fan of PortSide New 
York, I’m writing to urge that PortSide be enabled to expand its physical presence in Red Hook, so it can offer 
its invaluable programming year-round. 
 
Its excellent business plan makes the case for expansion so clearly and persuasively that I won’t belabor it 
here. But I’ll add a few comments:   

 
• PortSide’s long track record of working steadily, resourcefully, and creatively to expand and enrich 

public awareness of our city’s working waterfront is rock-solid and abundantly documented. 
 

• PortSide is a superb communicator, able to tell its own story and stories of the waterfront 
compellingly. Its beautifully designed web site, blog posts, and newsletters are consistently 
informative, fresh, and engaging. Its photos are knockouts, bringing the waterfront to life. 

 
• PortSide’s core mission is service to the public, and particularly to people who are chronically 

underserved. This is NYC civic activism at its finest: it does our city proud. 
 

• And by fostering collaborations among a multitude of players, PortSide consistently generates 
benefits beyond what can be foreseen.  

 
• On a personal note, as a grandmother I can state authoritatively that introducing children to the 

venerable Mary A. Whalen is thrilling for them – and for me!  
 
With thanks for your consideration, and for the work you do to help our city thrive,  
  
     [signed] 
 
Christine Van Lenten 
 
cc: Carolina Salguero, PortSide New York 
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